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St. Andrew’s Parish Parks and Playground Commission cares about the environment and desires 
to operate in keeping with sustainable living principles.  It is also very concerned with prudent 
allocation of taxpayer funds.  This policy is designed to help the agency manage operations in a 
manner that is consistent with these values by establishing the following goals to guide staff in 
its operational decisions:

1. Establish procedures for communication that use less paper, such as utilizing email, 
scanning documents and two-sided printing.  Staff will share files and documents from a 
central location.

2. Establish operational procedures that reduce strain on landfills by recycling our used 
products such as paper, bottles and cans and by purchasing recycled products for use.  
We will develop strategies to re-use natural resources such as composting and rainwater 
reclamation.  Purchasing decisions will consider all aspects of the product – composition, 
manufacturing methods, transportation impacts, direct usage impact, and whether it has a 
second use or can be recycled.   

3. Establish operational practices that reduce use of utilities.  Hours of operation for 
buildings should be reviewed to allow for lowest possible power usage.  When 
economically feasible, the agency will utilize energy saving technologies such as energy 
saving light bulbs, programmable thermostats, automatic timers, and water saving 
devices. Purchasing decisions for appliances and other energy using products will 
consider energy efficiency.  

4. Whenever economically feasible, sustainable building practices will be used for 
renovations and construction of new facilities.  

5. The agency will become an advocate for recycling in the community.  We will provide 
recycle bins at our facilities and encourage their use by the public.  We will strive to 
educate the public of our efforts and the various ways for them to recycle.  We will 
establish partnerships with other recycling advocacy groups.

6. The agency will endeavor to reduce its dependence on foreign oil.  The purchase of 
fleet vehicles will consider alternative fuels and hybrid technologies.  Hours of work 
for employees will be structured to encourage carpooling and the use of mass transit.  
Bicycle racks will be installed at all facilities to encourage that mode of transportation.  
Alternative energy sources such as solar, wind and geothermal technologies will be 
encouraged whenever economically feasible.    

7. The agency will establish preferred business partnerships with companies utilizing 
sustainable business practices.  We will use environmentally friendly products for 
cleaning, turf management and other maintenance practices.
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